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Chairman William Kennard

Fedaral Communications Commission
1919 M Straet. NW, Room R14
Washington, DG 20354

L:x Parte Filing in cuses FO 91-171; O 91-301 /
Peaor Chairman Kepnard:

Please reject the proposad change in your Ememgency Alert System (FAS) rules. Tt wauld prevent people
watching local TV stations on a cable systam from receiving emergency announcements from their local public
safety authoritiea.

There is no basis for such preemption of state and local public safety puthorities, paiticularly against their
will. Al viewers of cable channals should get emergency anhouncemants from their Jocal public safaty
authority. (therwise the public safety is harmed So please reject the proposed change. including any
proposal to praampt franchise provisiona on local emergency alarts.

Municipalities are charged with protecting the public safety. They have trained public safety authorities on
duty 24 hours 3 day with an obligation and duty to natity the public of amergencies. Where they hava telt it
necessary (such as TV «tation announcements baing inadequate of neading supplementing) municipalitiea
require all channel local alait aystems in their cabla franchises. Tt is o violation of Fedaralism, common s2nse
and your statutory dury to Turn this vita) public safety function over 1o o private paty who has no obligation,
training o quthority on public safety matters.

Rroadcasters supporting the proposed rule claim that their emergsncy alerts are superior 1o those of state and
local public satety authorities. This is 2 dacision for each municipal satety authority to datarmine on a case by
case basiy, ax raflectad in their cable tranchise. This decision cannot be turned ovar by a private party with no
public satety obligation.
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Alurt sysicms deal with cmengenvics where public saloty authorides have determined that the public necds w
be informed immedintely. The fact that cmenganoy ularts from publio safety authoritics may outasionally
overlap those of priviie purtics (such ss broadcasters) is # minor problam, if it is 4 problom L all, ‘The NAB's
proposed Tule is unaceeptable brosuse it gudranices o substantial reduction in the number of people reciving
CICTRAGY snnouncements from their lovwl publio sufcty authority.

Umageney information on TV swtions «n be helpful by iypivally epplics muinly o weather.  Lowal
emurgency alers are alsa used Lor othwer types of auagancics, such s haaardous mutnial spills, gas loaks,
prisun cscapes, stroet wnd bridge closings and locdl snow wcrgenvics. TV stulons iypically dan't cover
these, In part, this is beoduse 1TV stitions surve hundreds of vommunitics. They don’L cover locul cmergenoics
which effcot only one oonmaunity. Cable syswms are oflen the best or only means for municipalitics Lo alert
their residents 10 local amergenuics which reflest Joval vondiuons,

The Cable Aot allows vommunilics in naewals Lo require osble systiams W mest commiunity needs.  Locd
emagmoy dart systems are purt of mecting such necds. Beosuse they are proleowd by these provisions of the
Cuble Act you owmmot proampt than,  And any awemipt @t preemplion would violwe the principles of
V'ederalism and the LLS. Constitution due o publiv salcly malers being of vilal loonl vanoem,

Sincercly,
s/Jenn M. Dusur

JERI M. DUSTIR
Assistant City Munaguer

e Commissioner Liarold L'usvhigoti-Roth, 'CC
Commissioner Michael Powell, F'CC
Commissioner Gloria Lnistand, FCC
Commissioner Susan Ness, 1'CC
Mr. John Logal, Avtng Chicl. Cable Survives Burcau
Ms. Magulic Remal Salas, Scorctary, [COC
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